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The Titles of the Psalms.*— The devotional value of the Psalter is not ma- 
terially affected by critical questions, yet these latter help to the better under- 
standing of the writer and his times. If dates and authors can be fixed, light 
will be thrown on the religious life of particular periods in Israelitish history. 
The titles of one hundred psalms give the author, and, in some cases, the cir- 
cumstances of composition. (1) The external evidence for these titles is strong. 
They are more ancient than the Septuagint, and even anterior to the formation 
of the separate books of the Psalter itself. The evidence is presumptive that 
they are coeval with the liturgical use of individual psalms, if not with their 
composition. (2) The internal evidence, when fairly examined in detail, is 
confirmatory of this conclusion as to their trustworthiness ; e. g., (a) Psalm 90 
is claimed by the title for Moses, and in favor of this is the historical ground- 
work in the psalm, and the language often coincident with that of the books of 
Moses, while objections even such as the representation of human life as shorter 
than in the Pentateuch are trivial, (b) Psalm 18 was spoken by David accord- 
ing to the title. The books of Samuel corroborate this ; the historical ground- 
work in the psalm itself is suitable to it, and there are no objections worth 
considering. So it is argued of Psalm 51, verses 18 and 19 of which can be 
reasonably interpreted on such a basis. Twelve other psalms ascribed to 
David contain nothing opposed to such an ascription, which finds an adequate 
justification in the language of these psalms themselves. The objection that 
the identification is too general is answered by the fact that the Psalmist prefers 
to dwell on the general features of his situation ; this was more congenial to 
his own pious meditations, and fitted them subsequently for liturgical use. The 
conclusion is that the high antiquity and external evidence for the titles is 
corroborated by the internal evidence. They should be accepted as true, except 
in individual cases, if such exist, where there is clear proof to the contrary. 
And if David wrote any of the psalms attributed to him, the entire Kuenen- 
Wellhausen hypothesis of the history of Israel vanishes into smoke. 

An argument, with no uncertain sound, in Professor Green's best manner. 



The Use of Retaliation in the Mosaic Law.f — Is there, after all, so much of 
a contrast as has been asserted between the precepts of Jesus (Matt. 5 : 38, 39) 
and the provisions of the Mosaic law for punishment? (1) Christ himself used 
force ; He contributed to a government of force, and directed His disciples to do 
so ; when He is about to touch the great principle of non-resistance, He warns 
His hearers that He came not to destroy but to fulfill the Mosaic law of force, 
which He was about to contrast with precepts of His own. (2) The character 

* By Prof. Wm. Henry Green, in The Methodist Review, July, 1890, pp. 489-506. 

t By Austin Abbott, Esq., in Christian Thought, April, 1890, pp. 321-333. 



